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Carlinville

The year was 1973, and a lot was happening 
around the country. The Paris Peace 
Accords were signed, ending the Vietnam 

War, the first cellular telephone call was made in 
NYC, the Senate Watergate Committee began its 
hearings, and Area Diesel Service hung out its shingle and began what would become a 
longstanding tradition of offering quality parts and service to the diesel aftermarket. With 
$1300 worth of inventory and the dream of building a legacy, Val Leefers built a small 
building outside of Carlinville, IL and opened shop. Times were tough in the beginning but 
with a lot of hard work and determination, things began to come together. “I was married 
to a great gal, and she and I started this business together and had two great kids,” Leefers 
recalls. “We almost starved to death that first year; I think we made about a hundred bucks 
a month,” he says. But Leefers loved what he was doing, and so he persisted, working long 
hours and doing whatever he needed to make the customer happy. And business grew. 
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In 1975 the first of several additions was added onto the buildings north side. Today, 
that section of the building houses our fuel injection department. The business 
continued to grow and in 1980 it was once again time to expand the walls of ADS. A 

new addition was added to the buildings south end which would house a large warehouse 
and space for several offices. Another two additions, one in 1985 and the other in 1990 
made room for an expanded turbo department and a state-of-the-art machine shop. Today 
the building stands at over 26,000 square feet in total. A separate 10,000 square foot 
building houses the companies core collections facility and a third building across town 
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contains a specialized remanufacturing facility 
for high pressure common rail injectors and 
variable geometry turbochargers. In total, Area 
Diesel Service now encompasses approximately 
45,000 square feet of manufacturing and 
warehouse space in Carlinville.
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In the early years, the main focus of ADS 
was strictly turbochargers and fuel injection 
sales and service. And while that mostly still remains true today, our determination 

to offer our customers the products and services 
they need and want, has allowed us to  diversify 
our offerings. “You know, we’re in a business that’s 
a repair business, and that’s a need,” Leefers says. 
“When customers have a problem with something 
- their car, truck or tractor - we are in the business 
of repairing them. But we also have products we 
hope people want, like our complete module 

lines, AG Diesel Solutions and Truck Edition. They give better fuel economy and better 
horsepower. But, it’s a want, not a need. We provide such good service for their needs that 
they come to us for their wants too,” says Leefers. “That’s something that has contributed 
to our growth.”

We are always on the lookout for additional products and services to bring 
to our customers. When they fit with our core business model and bring 
value to the customer, we consider that a win for both sides. In 2009, when 

we released the AG Diesel Solutions and Truck Edition module lines, the launch was a
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somewhat limited but in the years since then the line has exploded and now covers over 
2100 applications in the light, medium and heavy duty truck world, construction and 
agricultural industries. 

Over time it became apparent that our customers, both dealer and end-user, 
needed an easier way to look up parts. In 2013 we developed our Magnum 
product line which contains, not only fuel injection and turbochargers, but 

also includes many of the ancillary parts that both shops and end-users need to get 
their trucks back on the road. The Magnum product line now contains parts for light, 
medium and heavy duty truck applications.  

Although a lot has changed at ADS 
over the years, the things that remain 
true are the values and work ethic put 

in place 45 years ago. “Our business revolves 
around customers and if you want to keep 
them, you have to take care of them,” says 
Leefers. For more information on Area Diesel 
Service and our ever-growing line of products 
for all your diesel applications, check us out 
online at www.areadieselservice.com. 

a
d
s

 n
ew

s

be social

SnapchatTwitterInstagramFacebook

Warehouse
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Did You Know?
Our entire catalog of Magnum parts is 
online! Pumps, turbos, injectors, ancillary 
parts and so much more! Don’t like flipping 
through a paper copy? Always want to be 
sure to have the most current edition of the 
catalog? Find it, flip it, share it, or save it! 
All from the convenience of your PC, laptop, 
tablet or phone! 

✓ Turbochargers
✓ Fuel Injection Pumps
✓ Common Rail Pumps
✓ Mechanical Injectors
✓ Common Rail Injectors

✓ Sensors
✓ Gaskets
✓ Water Pumps
✓ Specialty Tools
✓ Electrical Parts

...And so much more!



new release
BorgWarner Turbo Aftermarket has recently announced the 
release of a new passenger car service turbo for the Hyundai 
Veloster Turbo 1.6L gasoline engines. This aftermarket 
service turbocharger offers the same functionality 
and performance that BorgWarner supplies to the 
engine manufacturer as original equipment. Vehicle 
applications range from 2013 to 2016 Hyundai 
Veloster Turbo models with the OEM turbocharger 
part numbers shown in the table below. This newly 
released turbocharger offering is on order and 
expected to be in stock any day! For more information 
about this turbo or any other BorgWarner products, contact 
Sales Manager, Toby Talkington at tobyt@areadiesel.com or 
look us up on the web at www.areadieselservice.com.
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Isuzu and Cummins Announce
Collaboration

Commercial vehicle manufacturer, Isuzu 
Motors Limited, announced the signing of a 
Letter of Intent to work in cooperation with 

diesel engine manufacturer Cummins Inc, in order 
to evaluate how they might work together for the 
future of diesel engines. Isuzu Motors President and 

Representative Director, Masanori Katayama and Cummins 
CEO, Tom Linebarger, inked the deal in early October. 
Both companies understand that the auto industry is facing 
“a once-in-a-century innovation” where power sources are 
becoming more diverse, including electrification and that by utilizing technical strengths 
and know-how, the collaboration could help each company grow their business and market 
share. While diesel power-plants remain the primary choice of commercial and industrial 
manufacturers, most developed countries are seeing the emergence of electric engines more 
commonly. The goal of this intended alliance between two industry giants is to enhance 
competitiveness and to improve engineering efficiency of the future power source.    
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Once again, Area Diesel representatives were on site for one of the biggest 
shows in the aftermarket, AAPEX. Representing us this year at the big event 
was our President, Val Leefers, Vice President, Von Leefers, Sales Manager, 

Toby Talkington and Branch Manager & Web Coordinator, Corey Stallings. Last years 
show brought in over 167k visitors to the Sin City. This years attendance was expected 
to be on par with that number. Automotive professionals from over 135 countries were 
on hand to visit the thousands of booths and view the latest in automotive diagnostic 
and repair technology. AAPEX represents the $740B global automotive aftermarket 



industry, and is co-owned by the Auto Care Association and the Automotive After-
market Suppliers Association (AASA), the light vehicle aftermarket division of the Mo-
tor & Equipment Manufacturers Association (MEMA). For more information about 
AAPEX, visit www.aapexshow.com. Area Diesel Service is a proud member of MEMA.
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WE have YOU COVERED!
Did you know that with our 3 locations is Illinois, Iowa and Indiana that we can 
now reach over half of the US in 2 days or less with regular ground shipping! We’ve 
got the parts you need and we can get them to you when you need them! For more 
information on our shipping policies or to view a time-in-transit map, check out 
our website at www.areadiesel.com. 
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